Dahmer Case 

f i \ n + 

Jury to Begin 
Deliberations 

MEklSdiN 1 cm - An all- 
white jury • late today will be- 
gin deliberating the federal con- 
spiracy case against 10 Jones 
County men charged with plot- 
ting the firebomb attack which 
killed Negro leader Vernon F. 
Dahmer. , 

Attorneys for Charles Clifford 
Wilson, 36, of Laurel, rested 
their case yesterday and the 
prosecution announced there 
would be no rebuttal witnesses. 

Two and one-half hours were 
allotted each side for today’s 
final arguments. U.S. Dist. 
Court Judge Dan Russell was 
expected to take three to four 
iours to instruct the jury of six 
men and six women. 

WILSON, THE ONLY defend- 
mt to testify in the presence of 
he jury, admitted yesterday he 
joined the White Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan in late 1964. 

He denied, however, taking 
part in the planning or execu- 
tion of the Jan. 10, 1966 attack 
on Dahmer’s Kelly settlement 
home and store, claiming, "I 
never heard the name Vernon 
Dahmer before this came up.” 

Wilson’s statement marked 
the first time he admitted to 
klan membership. His wife had 
testified she had no reason to 
believe he had joined a klan 
unit. 

“SHE NEVER asked and I 
never told her,” Wilson testi- 
fied. 

"I don't know if she’s in the 
courtroom, but If she is, this is 
the first time she’s ever heard 
me say it** 

He conceded the admission 
violated the code of secrecy he 
took on his klan initiation, but 
said quietly, “I think my wife 
and family come before it, and 
I hope God will forgive me.” 

WILSON AND HIS wife testi- 1 
fied they were at home at the 
time of the attack and that he 
did not leave all night. They 
also said they did not lend any- 
one Mrs. Wilson’s blue Pontiac, 
a car the government claims 
was used in the raid. 

He said he was not particu- 
larly active in the klan, his chief 
interest being raising funds 
for 13 men initially charged 
with conspiracy to violate 
Dahmer’s civil rights. j 


